Chatham: His Work and its Results
St James's Square into the Foreign Office of the country he had, when nominally Secretary of State for the Southern Department, anticipated by five years the concentration of the external affairs of the country in the hands of one responsible minister beneath a single roof. On the 3oth of May 1777, Chatham reappeared in Parliament after one of his long illnesses. Swathed in flannel and leaning heavily on his crutch, he insisted on the righteousness and wisdom of granting all the American demands except independence. As, however, for the idea of the Franco-American alliance, the intrigues for which had already begun, that, he said, must mean immediate war. What were the facts ? Directly after the declaration of independence, the United States had sent Adams and Franklin to Paris to concert a commercial and defensive alliance with France. The envoys contrived to make themselves the fashionable vogue in some Parisian salons. The formal treaty against England was not so easily to be arranged. One important step in its direction was, however, taken. The diplomatists from the other side of the Atlantic contrived to talk over and take into their pay Silas Deane, while nominally attached to the British Embassy on the Seine. He it was who advised the Americans to seek a general from Europe, in either Prince Ferdinand of Prussia or the Italian Marshal Broglio. Before this suggestion had a chance of bearing fruit, English diplomacy had organised its resources. The first British Foreign Office came into existence in Cleveland Row, St James's, with Charles James Fox, a leading member of the Rockingham administration, as the earliest English minister to be called Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (27th March 1782). H                            113